The intra-aortic balloon pump as an adjunctive therapy for severe myocardial contusion.
The management of patients with post-traumatic myocardial contusion requires close electrocardiographic and hemodynamic monitoring. When complications such as cardiogenic shock occur, aggressive treatment using Swan-Ganz catheterization for monitoring of intravascular volume and cardiac inotropic support are necessary. Failure to restore hemodynamic stability using these measures is an indication for the use of intra-aortic balloon pump counterpulsation. A case of successful management of a patient with post-traumatic myocardial contusion complicated by refractory cardiogenic shock using intra-aortic balloon pump counterpulsation is presented. Use of the intra-aortic balloon pump improved cardiac output, eventually resulting in hemodynamic stabilization.